2018 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS FOR RACING
1.

RULES

1.1

The racing will be governed by the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) and Class Rules, unless amended by these
Sailing Instructions.

1.2

Competitors should note that Durleigh SC implements the RYA Racing Charter and that they will be expected to sail
in compliance with it.

1.3

RRS Annex B for Windsurfers shall not apply when they are racing together with dinghies.

2.

SAFETY

2.1

Adequate personal buoyancy shall be worn at all times when afloat. If the Race Officer or a member of the committee
is not content that a buoyancy aid is fit for purpose, they may test it and/or not allow that person to sail. Wet suits do
not constitute adequate personal buoyancy. The “Y” flag will not be flown. This changes RRS rule 40.

2.2

The general emergency signal is 3 long horn blasts. All boats are to return to shore immediately.

2.3

If the Club Committee, Officer of the Day or Race Officer believe that the sailor is not competent enough for the
prevailing weather conditions, or the boat is not seaworthy, they may prevent them from racing and will not score a
result, even if the boat completes the course given.

2.4

The final decision to run any racing must be made by the Race Officer of the day taking into consideration the weather
conditions, the experience of the sailors and the types and number of boats wishing to take part.

3.

ENTRIES

3.1

For each race, competitors shall ensure that details of their boat and crew are entered on the race sheet.

3.2

If a boat is sailed by more than one helm in a series, then each helm shall be considered a separate entry. If a helm
sails more than one boat in a series then each boat shall be considered a separate entry. If a competitor uses a sail
with a different marking the correct sail mark shall be clearly entered on the race sheet as well as the marking used in
the race.

3.3

If a boat uses a different sail of another size it shall be considered a separate entry, unless the Yardstick (PY) is
unchanged. This rule does not affect a boat that uses the same sail when it has been reefed.

3.4

Competitors shall sign off at the end of each race, unless they intend to lodge a formal protest.

3.5

A boat that is normally Double-Handed may be sailed Single-Handed and be considered as the same entry, unless
listed as separate handicaps on the RYA PY list.

3.6

Races and prizes may be designated for Junior or Youth participants.

3.6.1

Junior sailors are aged under 16 on 1st January that year

3.6.2

Youth Sailors are aged under 19 on 1st January that year

4.

CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

4.1

Notices to competitors will be posted on the Clubhouse Noticeboard.

4.2

Any changes to Sailing Instructions will be posted not later than 30 minutes before boats are launched for the first race
in which it will take effect and will be indicated by displaying flag L ashore.

5.

SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

5.1

Race signals shall be displayed from the flagstaff next to the Race Hut.

5.2

The Warning Signal is code flag H.
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6.

SAILING LIMITS

6.1

The West end of the reservoir is a designated bird sanctuary and is out of bounds to all craft at all times, except in
an emergency.

6.2

No craft shall proceed further than a line between the field gate on the South shore and a point 150 metres East of
West Bower Farm on the North shore. Buoys usually mark this line. Old tree stumps and shallow water in this area
are a known hazard and all craft must keep clear.

6.3

All craft are to keep well clear of the water tower, aerator and surrounding orange floating boom. The anchor cables
securing the boom, which are marked by anchor buoys, should be given a wide berth.

7.

COURSES

7.1

Unless otherwise directed by the Race Officer, the starting line shall be a line between Buoy A and the windward side
of the flagstaff.

7.2

When the start line is between Buoy A and the flagstaff, Buoy B shall be the inner distance marker. Reasonable
attempts shall be made to place buoy B on the start line before racing commences, but it may not be on the line.

7.3

If the weather conditions direct, the Race Officer may define an alternative start line using other fixed marks and/or a
‘committee’ boat.

7.4

The start line shall be clearly stated at the pre-race briefing as well as on the Course Boards if possible.

7.5

The starting direction, number of laps and Race Marks will be indicated on the Course Board next to the Race Hut.

7.6

The intended course track may be indicated on the clubhouse map diagram during race briefing. However, if there is
a conflict, the buoy sequence and rounding instructions displayed on the Course Board at the Race Hut takes
precedence.

7.7

All marks of the course will be displayed on the Course Board. Any mark not displayed on the Course Board will not
be a mark of the course, even if implied by the clubhouse diagram.

7.8

Boats whose preparatory signal has not been made must not interfere with boats that are racing or in starting
sequence.

7.9

A boat starting later than 10 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start. This changes RRS A4 and
A5.

7.10

On completion of each lap, every boat shall pass between Buoy A and Buoy B.

7.11

The finish is the line between the red and white pole in front of the race hut and Buoy A. Buoy B shall be the inner
distance mark.

8.

CONDUCT OF RACES

8.1

At least 3 boats must be present in the starting area before a race can be started. The race is valid as long as at least
1 boat starts within the time limit.

8.2

A race shall be scored if it is not abandoned and if one boat sails the course in compliance with RRS 28 and finishes
within the time limit, if any, even if she retires after finishing or is disqualified.

8.3

A starting signal for the first race of the day shall not be made before its scheduled time. Start times for later races are
at the Race Officer’s discretion.

8.4

At the discretion of the Race Officer, Junior sailors may be started after the main fleet. Sailors wishing to use the
second start shall clearly indicate their intention when they enter the race. Both starts shall follow the same course.
Elapsed times for second start competitors shall be adjusted by the time difference between each start.

8.5

Shortening a race shall be signalled by breaking out Code Flag S before the leading boat reaches the Finish Line. All
boats will then finish at the end of their current lap. For class races, boats that have completed fewer laps than the
leader will be placed accordingly. For handicap races, the corrected time calculation will take account of the actual lap
count.

8.6

When the leading boat finishes, all following boats will finish when they complete their current lap.

8.7

A boat that retires from a race shall inform the Race Officer as soon as possible.
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8.8

Should the weather conditions change considerably during a race, such that significant average lap time advantage
is handed to slower or faster boats, the Race Officer may stop the race and score all boats just for the laps that were
completed in the consistent wind. For example, this rule may be applied in significantly rising or falling wind or the
onset of lightning. This will be indicated by flying ‘S’ flag with two long blasts on the horn. The safety boat shall then
inform each boat that racing has been finished, that they will have a result and can sail directly ashore or be towed
back.

9.

COMMUNICATION WITH COMPETITORS

9.1

Supplementary instructions may be issued. These will normally be given at the pre-race briefing but may be given
from a safety boat crew.

9.2

A sound signal will be made as each competitor finishes the race, whether penalties have been incurred during the
race or not.

10.

PENALTIES AND PROTESTS

10.1

In accordance with RRS 44, a boat which touches a mark of the course may exonerate herself by sailing clear of other
boats and sailing one complete turn.

10.2

A boat that infringes the rules in Part 2 of RRS may exonerate herself by sailing clear of other boats and sailing two
complete turns in accordance with RRS44.

10.3

Competitors witnessed by the Race Officer to sail an incorrect course may be disqualified without a hearing. This
changes RRS Rule 63.1.

10.4

Protests must be entered in the Protest Book kept in the Club House within one hour of the finishing time of the last
boat to complete the race. The Protester shall inform the other party or parties that a protest has been lodged.

10.5

Protests shall be heard by an ad hoc committee comprising three persons from the Officer of the Day, the Race Officer,
Club Official, Safety Boat Crew and any member of the Management Committee present at the time, or a member of
the club who has been appointed to act on a protest committee in their place.

11.

SCORING

11.1

For handicap races, the Race Officer will calculate average corrected lap time for each boat that completes the race.

11.2

Points shall be scored according to RRS A4 – LOW POINT SYSTEM i.e.:
PLACE

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

etc

Points

1

2

3

4

…

11.3

Boats that retire will be scored as Number of entrants +1.

11.4

Two races are required to complete a series.

11.5

The number of races to be counted in a series shall be 55% of the number of races completed, rounded up to the
nearest whole number, as determined by the Sailing Secretary with the approval of the Sailing Committee. Sailwave
Scoring Software shall be used to make the calculation, which shall be final.

11.6

In the case of a Series or Event Tie, when two or more boats have the same points total after discards are applied,
the results shall be decided according to RRS A8.

11.7

Persons carrying out an official duty on a series race will be allocated an average of their scores in all races in the
series, excluding the duty race, with no discards applied, as determined by the Sailwave Scoring Software.

Sundays
Wednesdays

GUIDELINE START TIMES FOR RACES
1100 Hrs
1300 Hrs
1430 Hrs
1830 Hrs
SAILING COMMITTEE 20 December 2017
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